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“Folk-n Roller” – Bill Bachmann  (July 23, 2011)

Bill Bachmann - and hey folks, don't forget that second "N" at the end of his name - is a guy who likes to pull cultural references into his songs and build something both melodic and humorous in the process.

Opening track "Folk-n-Roll" has a nice acoustic guitar and rhythm, nice harmony vocals, and a fun harmonica. And it uses many, many musical references. It's upbeat and fun. He really opened up the musical history books to pull in as many famous musicians as I've ever heard in one song's lyric.

"This New Hip Song" cements the Bachmann style by singing about a hip replacement operation. I think this would be great at a show on the beach or in a quaint coffee house. I like Bachmann's guitar style. And even though his voice is not classically great, it fits really well. He knows when to harmonize with himself to fill things out.

He has honed a style that sounds authentic and genuine, like himself, which as it should be. But it isn't always easy for a musician to achieve this. Not to mention, not every lyricist could pull off the humor aspect like Bachmann. It's brilliant and corny at the same time.

"B-A-C-H-M-A-N-N" has him complaining about misspellings of his last name and features a cool bluegrass groove. Although, I must say he seems a little neurotic about the name thing. Actually, he seems neurotic in many ways on this recording, but that is part of the charm. Only a guy with a sharp brain and an eye for the ironic could write this music.

"D.C. Blues" laments what we all love to hate about Washington politics. This song follows the pattern of "Folk-n-Roll", but instead of using cultural references from music, this time it's politics. Thank god there's plenty of material to pick from in that area. The song "Old MacDonald" uses farm references in the same way, and "The Avedon Ball" uses art.

There's a couple "straight" songs in the set, but for the most part Bachmann has his style, and he's sticking with it.

